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Museum Maquette
When installing an exhibition a curator or team of curators have to decide which artworks
to show and how they should be arranged in the gallery space. Working with a team of
art technicians they have to figure how how to best install the artworks safely and
effectively. Do you have a collection you'd like to share with others or good idea for an
exhibition? Collect or make some objects and pictures and explore ways you can display
and install the artworks in your own museum maquette!
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1) Decide which way round your cardboard box (gallery space) should be.
2) Gather or make some objects and pictures for your exhibition.

3) Make plinths using egg boxes or loo roll tubes. You can cut them into different shapes
and arrange them in different ways around the space. Plinths are usually used for
displaying sculptures.
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4) To display your pictures you can lean them up against a wall or table, stick, tape or
hang them up with string. In real life you would usually frame or mount the pictures on
something else to protect the original artwork from getting damaged.
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4) Decide where visitors will enter and exit the space.

5) Move the works around and think about where your artworks should be displayed. On
the floor2 Hanging from the ceiling2 High up or low down on the wall. On a table? In the
cornere Gathered together? How does this change the effect in the room2 Imagine how the
artworks placement would make you move around the room. Will there be somewhere to
sit or lie down?
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Top Tip: Think about how you want the visitors to look and walk around the space. Do you
want them to see the artworks in a specific order?

Experiment: Design and make different styles of plinth and display tables from egg boxes
and loo roll tubes. Try different heights and sizes.

Research: Make an exhibition for a specific audience e.g. 5 year olds What would you
need to consider?

Glossary

Museum: a building in which objects of historical, scientific, artistic, or cultural interest are
stored and exhibited.

Maquette: a small preliminary model or sketch.
Gallery: a room or building for the display or sale of works of art.
Installation: The act of installing something.

Exhibition: a public display of works of art or items of interest, usually held in an art
gallery or museum or at a trade fair.

Plinth: A heavy base to display a 3D artworks.
Vitrine: A glass display case.

Labels: Information on the artwork - artist, title, date it was made, materials its made from.
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