Estorick Collection

Portrait Poem
Corrado Govoni (1884-1965) was a poet and involved with Italian Futurism in it's early
years. This activity explore using words to imaginatively express what someone looks like,
their personality and their relationship to their face.
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1) Who is your portrait of2 Write alternative descriptions for your or someone else’s ( could
be imaginary) mouth, nose, eyes, ears, eyebrows and hair. Think about their shape, colour

function and the person’s relationship to them.
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2) Cut out the words and arrange them in piles of the parts of the face.
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3) Draw a simple face onto recycled cardboard or paper as your guide.
4) Arrange your words to the area of the face they describe. You can cut up the
words and make them into shapes to make different expressions.

5) Add more details if you like. Maybe a moustache, glasses, scars, spots!2
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of modern italian art

Portrait, 1915

Corroda Govoni, Self



